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Teacher’s notes

Chicken chat
#FeatheredFriday
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Pig life cycle

A detailed description of each stage of a pigs life cycle and videos are available here: http://discovering-our-countryside.co.uk/pigs
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Chicken chat

The aim of this session is to:
· Provide students with a good understanding of chickens and poultry farming in the UK
· An understanding of the different forms of poultry farming that take place within the UK
· There are three main types of chicken farm within the UK:
· Chickens raised primarily for their meat are known as broilers.
· Chickens kept for their eggs are known as laying hens, whether these eggs then enter the food chain directly or are sold to hatcheries.
· Hatcheries just hatch eggs and then sell the chicks onto other farms (broilers and laying hens).
· An appreciation of the life cycle of a chicken, and the differences between a broiler bird and a laying hen.
· Broiler birds are bred to be fast growing and to have good quality meat
· Laying hens are bred for their ability to regularly lay eggs
· An understanding of how chickens are raised within the UK
· What a chicken needs to be happy, and how this relates to the main forms of chicken farming
www.easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-chickens
· Free range
· Woodland
· Barn reared
· Battery farming
· The many uses of chickens and their role as a popular farm animal

By the end of this session students will have a good understanding of chicken farming and the importance of chicken farming within many different industries, not just food.

The ‘chicken chat’ power point is designed to be used within a classroom or interactive assembly environment.

For further information on using farming and the countryside within education visit: 
www.leaf-education.co.uk
www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk
www.whyfarmingmatters.co.uk
https://leafuk.org/farmertime/home
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What do we know about chickens?

1. There are more chickens in the world than humans?  TRUE
There are more chickens in the world than there are humans. Some even say there are 10 times as many chickens compared to humans on Earth. Around 450 million chickens are thought to exist in the USA and a huge 3 billion live in China

2. The average chicken runs faster than the average human?  TRUE
Chickens can run up to 9 miles per hour compared to the average human who can run an average of 7 miles per hour

3. Chickens can fly?  TRUE
Well sort of, the longest flight a chicken could ever manage was 13 seconds

4. There are 40 breeds of chicken?  FALSE
Chickens were first used by man as a source of food 8,000 years ago. Since then we now have 60 breeds of chickens separated into 12 classes for meat producers, egg producers and even ornamental chickens (pets)

5. Hens begin to lay eggs when they are only 6 months old?  TRUE
Not only can hens lay eggs without the need of a rooster, they start laying eggs at the age of 6 months and can lay over 600 eggs in their first 2 years

6. Chickens usually only live until they are 3 years old?  FALSE
Hens usually live until they are between 5 and 8 years old, but can live to around 20. No wonder there are there so many chickens in the world...

7. Chickens are related to the T-Rex?  TRUE
In a flock of chickens, if there is no rooster then one of the hens will take the role of a leader, stop laying eggs and even start to crow and if you think that's bizzare, scientists have discovered that the T-Rex is actually related to chickens.

8. Chickens lay eggs every day even when the eggs don’t contain a chick? TRUE
A hen that is mature enough to lay eggs will naturally lay an egg every 24 to 27 hours and will form the egg whether or not it is fertile.  Only those hens that have been with a cockerel are able to lay an egg which can hatch a live chick.  
on the farm and what might we find there.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]

Chicken chat					      EYFS & KS1

What is a chicken?
Pupils are encouraged to chat about chickens, and what they know about them.  

Use a variety of props to get the children thinking about chickens:
· Chicken Licken story book
· Toy chickens
· Plastic eggs
· Feathers

Introduce the key terms: hen, cockerel, egg, chick, beak, feather, wing.  Using the photo and word cards as prompts. (See chicken chat power point, slides 2-9)

Ask the children whether they like to eat eggs?  How many ways can we cook eggs?  What is their favourite way to eat an egg?

Can they think of any other animals that come from eggs?
Dinosaurs, lizards, snakes, crocodiles and other birds such as …….

Suggested activities:
Print out the photo and word cards to create a life cycle of the chicken and ask pupils to recreate the diagram in 3D.

Make a chicken model using the downloadable template (www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/658) and build a home for it.  Chickens are naturally forest dwellers as the trees provide shade from the sun, shelter from the weather and branches to sleep on to keep them safe from predators.

Develop understanding of the different parts of the chicken using a template available here (www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/766).

Chickens like to eat seeds, bugs, fruit and vegetables, and like to suck up grass like spaghetti.  Can your pupils write a menu for the chickens?

Pupils research the many different foods that they like to eat that contain chicken, and eggs.  Can they separate them into different categories ‘broiler’ and ‘laying’?

Take the chicken challenge on the chicken chat power point (slides 10-27)!

Contact your local LEAF Education Regional Education Consultant (education@leafuk.org) and organise for your pupils to experience chicken farming themselves, perhaps by visiting a local farm or by hatching chicks in your classroom. 
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