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Teacher’s notes


So, you think you know about pigs?
#Oink
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So, you think you know about pigs?

The aim of this session is to:
· Provide students with a good understanding of pigs and pig farming in the UK
· Different breeds of pigs and their features
· http://www.britishpigs.org.uk/breedlist.htm
· Pig life cycle
· http://discovering-our-countryside.co.uk/pigs/
· Pig husbandry
· https://www.roysfarm.com/pig-farming/
· The many uses of pigs
· https://pedigreepork.org/

By the end of this session students will have a good understanding of pig farming and the importance of pig farming within many different industries, not just food.

The ‘So, you think you know about pigs?’ PowerPoint is designed to be used within a classroom or interactive assembly environment.

For further information on using farming and the countryside within education visit: 
www.leaf-education.co.uk
www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk
www.whyfarmingmatters.co.uk
https://leafuk.org/farmertime/home
Pigs								EYFS & KS1
What does a pig need to be comfortable?  
Can you design and build a pig arc? What materials would you use to keep yourself warm and dry in the winter?
Many pigs are prone to getting sunburnt so they make their own sun cream using mud.  Can you make your own sun cream using natural ingredients? What will you call it?

Pigs									      KS2
When raising pigs a farmer collects a lot of data.  Why do you think this is, what data will they collect and how will they collect and store it so that it is easy to analyse?

Pigs									 KS3/4
Why do you think that it is important to highlight the differences between ‘normal’ sausages and those made using meat from pedigree pigs?  Why is such a marketing strategy necessary? https://pedigreepork.org/

Plan a marketing campaign for use within your school to encourage your students to eat more pedigree pork.
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Pig breeds
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Middle White (top left): a docile and easily managed breed, maturing early and producing small joints renowned for their superior taste.  With large ears and small eyes, the breed has poor eyesight but excellent hearing.

Meishan (moving right): a Chinese breed that matures quickly (reaching puberty at 3 months of age) and is well known for large litters of 15-16 piglets.  A small pig producing fatty meat, it is recognisable by its large drooping ears and wrinkly skin.

Tamworth (moving right): an active medium breed known to be docile.  Rugged and slow growing they are naturally protected from sunburn by their ginger red coat.  Good for producing tasty bacon, they are well suited to forest foraging.

Wild boar (top right): with a coarse double coat it is a hardy, yet territorial and difficult to handle.  Suited to family groups foraging in large fenced areas.  With small eyes it has poor eyesight, but thanks to a long snout has an acute sense of smell.

Kunekune (bottom left): often kept as pets thanks to their friendly personalities, these slow growing medium sized pigs are best kept outdoors foraging naturally.  Slowly produced pigs can mean that the meat tastes sweeter.

Mangalitsa (moving right): A woolly pig that grows slowly and produces a wonderfully intense tasting yet marbled fatty meat, well regarded as a healthier alternative to butter.  Grumpy in personality, the breed is still considered to be more of a hobby breed than one reared commercially.

Hampshire (moving right): A large, fast growing and muscly breed of pig producing a lean meat.  With erect ears the breed has good hearing, the distinctive white band around the girth is referred to as the saddle.

Gloucester Old Spot (bottom right): A large breed well suited to being reared outdoors, it is regarded as a traditional breed.  With a dished nose and large ears they rely upon their sense of smell, and have an intelligent and amiable personality.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Piglet (a young pig)
Boar (an adult male pig)
Sow (a female pig that has had piglets)
Gilt (a female pig that has not had any piglets)
Weaner (a young pig that is eating solid food and no longer needs its mother)
Pig life cycle

A detailed description of each stage of a pigs life cycle and videos are available here: http://discovering-our-countryside.co.uk/pigs
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