
 

 

 

Topic 

People are Amazing 

IPC – Brainwave/Living Together/ICT and 

Computing 

 

 

We use the national curriculum areas and IPC to create a topic overview and tailor the learning to fit our individual needs. Where possible we try to incorporate as 

much of the children’s interests as possible into their learning.  

Where appropriate we work towards progression outcomes but we all have our own Personal Learning Goals (PLGs) that we are working towards on a daily basis. An 

important focus for this year is to develop independent learning skills. 

  

Work is evidenced in books and/or  on the Evidence for Learning app.  

 

English                                 Maths 

Class Texts - Fiction 

Alfie Fleet’s Guide to the Universe –Howard Martin/Man on 

the Moon- Simon Bartram 

We will use our class texts to develop our story writing 

skills and further develop our reading and comprehension 

skills.  We will create character descriptions, and learn how 

to write an imaginative story using taught skills.   

SPAG 

Spellings will be covered through RWI and Year 1/2 Spelling 

List. 

Sentence punctuation – commas, apostrophes and inverted 

commas.   

Grammar – verbs and adverbs, conjunctions, noun phrases, 

tense and fronted adverbials.   

Non Fiction   

We will use our class texts to develop our non-fiction 

writing skills.  We will learn the techniques of information, 

recounts in role and persuasive writing techniques using 

class texts  as a stimulus.  

 Poetry  

We will study a selection of traditional poems and recreate 

our own version of these poems. 

Drama 

We will take on roles as characters from stories we will use 

drama techniques of conscience alley, hot seating and 

freeze frames.  

 

In addition, every morning every pupil reads their reading 

book. Whether this be an Accelerated Reading book or RWI 

book. The children are listened to at least once a week and 

encouraged independent reading or shared reading with a 

peer the other times.  

  

We also share a class story every day to experience a 

variety of texts and language. Our class text this time will 

be Alfie Fleet’s Guide to the Universe. 

We will also use videos as a stimulus from The Literacy 

Shed.  

We will use dictionaries to check the meaning of words 

that they have read. 

 

 

Class: Birch 

Teacher: Mrs Julia Kennedy 

Term: Autumn 2020 

Year Group: 5/6 

 
The first 3-4 weeks will focus on mental well-

being, following Covid 19; after that we will 

focus on Community. For the latter we will 

explore the different communities we belong to, 

understanding that underlying every community 

are people. Respect, support and working 

together is what brings us all together. 

 

 

Entry Point 

   

 

Team building games 

What is a growth mindset? 

 

Knowledge Harvest  

We will draw a picture of ourselves  and 

surround this picture with other pictures, 

symbols or words that represent the 

communities which we belong to, both real and 

virtual, off and online. 

We will then compare ideas with a friend. Are 

there any additional communities that you want 

to add to your list? Can you  think of any other 

types of communities that you don’t belong to? 

Do they think that what they have learned could 

be important to the community groups that they 

have identified? Do these skills have any 

relevance to digital communities online? 

Make a list of the values that a community 

should have in order to be successful. Share 

some of these ideas as a whole class. For 

example, respecting one another, working 

together and so on. Do digital communities 

online share the same values that offline 

communities tend to have? What are the 

similarities and differences between 

participating in communities on and offline? 

 The Big Picture 

We all belong to many different communities – 

family, friends, sports teams, activity groups, 

etc. However, there is one thing that every 

community has in common – people. We must 

learn how to respect, support and work with 

other people if we hope to become valuable 

contributors to the communities that we are a 

part of. 

How do we look after our brains? Learn about 

mindfulness. 

 

We will be following White Rose Maths 

We will continue to learn times tables. 

Number – Place Value 

We will be learning how to recognise the place value 

of each digit in a 4 digit number. We will find 

10/100 more/less than any given number. 

We will order numbers. 

We will learn how to round numbers to the nearest 

10/100/1000. 

We will solve practical problems and estimate 

numbers. 

Number –Addition and subtraction 

We will learn how to add and subtract numbers up 

to 4 digits using a formal method.  

We will estimate and use inverse operations. 

We will solve addition and subtraction problems. 

. 

 

 

Measurement – Money 

We will be learning about money how to add and 

subtract and investigate and solve problems 

involving money.  

 

  



 

Science & Computing 

 

Enrichment Activities Linked 

to British Values, Rights Respecting Schools and 

SMSC 

Understanding the World 

(Geography, History, RE, MFL) 

Science 

 

Working scientifically 

  

These skills will be developed and applied across all science 

topics.  

  

• Contribute towards a simple plan 

• Observing closely, using simple equipment 

• Identifying, classifying, comparing 

• Gathering and recording data to help in 

answering questions. 

Physics  

Earth and Space 

  

Big Question – ‘Where are we’ 

  

• describe the movement of the Earth, and other 

planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system 

• describe the movement of the Moon relative to the 

Earth  

• describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately 

spherical bodies  

• use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day 

and night and the apparent movement of the sun 

across the sky 

  

The children will be learning about earth, moon, sun and 

planets in space.  

- Explore order of planets, sizes and characteristics 

relative to the sun – papier mache 

- Model rotation of moon relative to the earth 

- Model day and night using torch and globe to show 

us turning, not the sun.  

  

Aiming for about 4 weeks: the children will create their own 

plant from papier mache and learn mnemonic for ordering of 

plants; range of spherical objects for relative sizes. Globe 

and torch to illustrate earth and moon movement; 24 hours. 

 

We will learn about the movement of the earth and other 

planets relative to the sun; we will describe the movement 

of the moon relative to the earth; describe sun, moon and 

earth as spherical bodies; explain night and day and 

apparent movement of sun across the sky in terms of the 

earth’s rotation. 

Physics  

Light 

  

Big Question – ‘How do we see?’ 

  

• objects are seen because they give out/reflect 

light to the eye (light travels in straight lines) 

• shadows have the same shape as object (light 

travels in straight lines) 

  

The children will be learning about light and how we see.  

- Recap on dark, light and light sources (year 3) 

- Learn about how the pupil in our eye works to let 

light in 

- Recognise that light travels in straight lines (eg 

light box) 

- Explore how a periscope works 

- Identify what happens when light is blocked - 

shadows 

- Explore shape/size of shadows using shadow 

puppets 

  

Aiming for about 4 weeks: the children will apply their 

knowledge f how light travels in the context of periscopes 

We will learn about light and how light appears to travel in 

straight lines – we will learn that objects are seen because 

they give out/reflect light to the eye; shadows have the 

same shape as objects that cast them. 

Physics  

Forces and Magnets 

 

E-Safety lessons 

 

We are working for: 

     In school movie afternoon 

Make your pizza 

Cooking on an open fire 

 

Festivals and Celebrations 

 

Roald Dahl Day – 13th September 

Recycle week – 21 – 25th September 

Harvest 

 

Moon festival – 1st October 

ADHD Awareness Month – October 

Black history month – October 

World space week – 4 -10th October – English 

link 

 

Bonfire night – 5th November 

Remembrance day – 8th November 

Anti-Bullying week – 9 – 13th November – PSHE 

link 

World Science Day – 10th November 

 

Christmas – December – RE link 

 

 

  

History 

 

In History we will be learning… 

Know about the main events, dates and 

characteristics of past societies 

Know about the lives of people in the past 

How to gather information from simple sources 

 How to use their knowledge and understanding 

to answer simple questions about the past and 

about changes. 

Be able to give some reasons for particular 

events and changes.   

We will learn about the history of Croft Community 

School-create PowerPoint presentations to explore 

findings (Computing link) 

Discuss a famous local person-what was their life 

like-compare with our lives? 

How has land use changed over time in the locality? 

Learn about the Anglo-Saxons and Scots  and  

famous local people. 

Learn about the importance of St- Cuthbert and 

Lindisfarne 

We will learn about the Scots invasion of North 

Britain, Place and village names. 

 

Geography 

 

In Geography we will be learning… 

How to use geographical terms 

Know how particular localities have been affected 

by human activities 

How to use maps at a variety of scales to locate 

the position and geographical features of 

particular localities 

Be able to express views on the features of an 

environment and the way it is being harmed or 

improved 

Know how the nature of particular localities 

affect the lives of people. 

 

What makes a community? Do we have a school 

community? What does this means?  

The children should perform field research of the 

school area to observe, measure and record the 

human and physical features which relate to 

community and use of space. Encourage them to use 

a range of methods to record their fieldwork, such 

as maps, 

Compare and contrast the local area to the USA. 

Look at land use in the local area and conduct filed 

study.  

Compare and contrast the local area to the USA 

Locate the USA on a world map-look at differences 

and create a travel brochure. 

 

RE  

We will learn about different religions and their 

importance to people and society. 

International . 

In International we will be learning… 

To identify activities and cultures which are 

different from but equal to our own. 

Know about some of the similarities and 

differences between different home countries 

and between them and the host country 

To know about ways in which these similarities 

and differences affect the lives of people. 

 

In Society we will be learning… 

That people within groups have different 

outlooks, characteristics and purposes 

That we have rights and responsibilities 

That people in different countries have different  

traditions, celebrations and ways of living 

About ways of keeping healthy and safe through  

diet, clothing, exercise, hygiene 

That people can affect their own health and 

safety. 



  

Big Questions – ‘How does it move? How does it stop?’ 

  

• explain that unsupported objects fall down 

(towards the Earth) because of the force of 

gravity acting between the Earth and the falling 

object 

• identify the effects of air resistance 

• identify the effects of water resistance  

• identify the effects of friction, that act between 

moving surfaces 

• Extension: recognise that some mechanisms, 

including levers, pulleys and gears, allow a smaller 

force to have a greater effect. 

  

The children will be learning about forces and how they 

affect movement and shape of objects.  

- What happens when I let something go in the air 

(gravity) 

- How parachutes work (air resistance) 

- Exploring boat shapes (water resistance) 

- How to make objects speed up or slow down 

(friction) 

- How do gears/levers work? 

 

We will investigate forces and magnets. 

 

Computing 

 

In Computing we will be learning… 

About some applications and implications of computing in 

everyday life 

How to search effectively, using and evaluating 

information from a variety of sources 

How to use a range of programs or apps to support and  

present learning in other subjects 

To understand that different aspects of computing can 

be used safely, responsibly, respectfully and creatively 

to people's benefit. 

 

Computer Science 

We will learn about online communities-how important these 

communities are and why? 

We will learn about e safety and how to be safe and 

respectful to others online. We will discuss cyber bullying 

and how to create safe log in details. 

We will take part in a ‘agony aunt’ page and give advice to 

people having issues online? 

We will learn how to create a class blog. 

 

We will use Scratch to create a sprite and design suitable 

outfits. We will create an input and output then design and 

create a game that uses an input to steer an on-screen 

object. We will design a toy with a moving part. We will 

create an algorithm for a toy prototype. 

 

 

We will work together to make a list of all the 

different types of groups that make up your local 

physical community. These might be based on age, 

religion, job, etc. Children may want to refer back 

to the ideas that they had during the knowledge 

harvest. Scribe the list on the whiteboard. Discuss 

the following: 

Are there any groups that the class members 

belong to? What about family members or friends? 

Do we change groups at different times of our 

lives? (Becoming teenagers, adults and then the 

elderly, for example.) 

Can we belong to more than one group? 

Which digital online communities do children belong 

to? Are any of these linked to school, for example 

Bug Club, Manga High, Edmodo, Class Dojo, the 

school learning platform? What about digital 

communities not linked to school? 

How can you contribute to the well being of the 

community? 

Why does society have rules? Why is it important 

to follow these rules? 

Study a community from USA how is it  

similar/different? 

PSHE/RSE and Health Education 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Art, Music and D&T 

 

PESPA/ 

Outdoor Education 

 

RRS Articles 

We will discuss the UNICEF rights of the child. We will 

create our own class charter and choose 2 rights which we 

think are important to us. Create a display around these 

rights (DT/Art link) 

 Article 24 - the right to good quality healthcare, clean 

water, nutritious food and a clean environment so that they 

can stay healthy. 

Article 15 – children have the right to meet together and 

join groups 

Article 31 – children have the right to relax and play.  

Healthy Lifestyles 

We will explore the risks associated with an inactive 

lifestyle. 

We will learn about the risks associated with a poor diet and 

unhealthy eating, including obesity and tooth decay. 

We will understand the importance of sleep on our health 

and how lack of sleep can affect us. 

We will learn how to recognise early signs of physical illness, 

such as weight loss, or unexplained changes to the body. 

Art 

In Art we will be learning… 

How to use art as a means of self expression 

How to choose materials and techniques     

appropriate for their task 

How a number of artists use forms, materials  

and processes to suit their purpose. 

Sculpture 

 

We will learn about sculpture and studying the 

works of Henry Moore and Giacometti. 

We will design and create sculpture, both small 

and large scale  

We will create environmental art using recycled 

materials.  

We will use wires to create malleable forms  

We will build upon wire to create forms which 

can then be padded out (e.g. with newspaper) 

and covered (e.g. with modroc)   

Look together at work by American sculptor, 

Alexander Calder. He is famous for inventing 

the mobile. All his structures and sculptures 

PE  

 

Dance 

We will learn how to find space and move our bodies 

rhythmically and to a steady beat. We will learn how 

to move in different directions and tempos. 

 Games- 

In PE, we will learn how to play games. We will learn 

how to pass and retrieve a ball using a chest pass 

and shoulder pass. We will learn how to perform 

skills with accuracy, confidence and control. We will 

learn how to use a variety of tactics to keep the 

ball.  

 

Outdoor Education  

We will take part in outdoor and adventurous 

activity challenges both individually and within a 

team. We will make a clay face and a woodland 

mobile. We will learn how to make a bird feeder. We 

will learn the rules of fire safety. 

 



We will learn what allergies are and the importance of 

immunisation and vaccination. 

 

Relationships 

We will learn how to develop positive friendships? 

We will learn the nature of bullying and how it makes people 

feel. 

We will learn moral choices in relation to bullying and 

friendships. 

We will discuss relationships which involve love. 

We will discuss what marriage is. 

 

make use of shape and colour to transform a 

space. His mobiles also add an extra dimension – 

movement. 

Compare this work with British sculptor, 

Richard Deacon. He manipulates materials to 

create interesting shapes and structures. Many 

of these look like they are living things, 

incorporating fluid, twisting patterns. 

Design and Technology 

 

In D.T  we will be learning… 

How to understand and apply the principles of 

a healthy and varied diet.  

Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly 

savoury dishes using a range of cooking 

techniques. 

The importance of good food safety and 

hygiene.  

 We will understand and apply the principles of a 

healthy and varied diet.  

Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly 

savoury dishes using a range of cooking 

techniques.  

  

We will learn about seasonality, and know where 

and how a variety of ingredients are grown, 

reared, caught and processed. 

We will learn that food is grown (such as 

tomatoes, wheat and potatoes), reared (such as 

pigs, chickens and  cattle) and caught (such as 

fish) in the UK, Europe and the wider world  

We will learn  that seasons may affect the food 

available  

We will understand how food is processed into 

ingredients that can be eaten or used in cooking   

We will learn how to prepare and cook a variety 

of predominantly savoury dishes safely and 

hygienically including, where appropriate, the 

use of a heat source  

We will use a range of techniques such as 

peeling, chopping, slicing, grating, mixing, 

spreading, kneading and baking. 

We will learn that recipes can be adapted to 

change the appearance, taste, texture and 

aroma  

We will learn  that different foods contain 

different  substances - nutrients, water and 

fibre - that are needed for health  

We will understand the need for correct 

storage  

We will learn how to measure accurately (Maths 

link) 

Music 

We will use  Charanga. We will learn about pitch 

and tempo and play percussion instruments to 

accompany songs. We will learn how to compose 

our own songs. 

 

 


