
Autumn Term 

Topic 1 Is religion dead?  What does it mean to live 
in a plural diverse country and world with 
differing religions and world views? 
  

Spring Term 

Topic 2 Can we draw the big picture of Christiani-
ty? 
How do the beliefs of Christians have an 
impact on their lives and communties? (8H 
two lessons on life after death main focus 
Christianity).  
 
  

Summer Term 

Topic  
3 

Is death the end? 
 

Is there evidence for God‘s existence? 

Year 8 
Topic Overview 



Autumn Term 

Topic 1 This scheme has been adapted for the catch up curriculum.  The 

two units in the Durham curriculum are fused together allowing 

greater opportunity for flexibility and discussion and the students 

engaging when they return back to school.  All lessons will link in 

to the four concepts in the Durham curriculum (belief, authority, 

expressions of belief, impact of belief).  How many religions are 

there in the world (and other world views).  What can we find out 

about smaller religions and humanism?  How did lockdown impact 

religious expression?  What does it mean to live in a plural and di-

verse world and country?  Assessment using a world map, map-

ping different religions and exploring their impacts (opportunities 

for social distanced discussion and connection if appropriate). 

Spring Term. 

Topic 2 This scheme looks at prior learning on Christianity in year 7 and the 

four concepts.  The scheme examines the predictions about Jesus 

and why he is important to Christians.  After his life is studied the 

spread of Christianity and core beliefs are assessed.  The unit fin-

ishes with looking at the impact of four core Christians on their 

communities. 

Summer Term. 

Topic 3 This scheme in the first half term looks at different views about life 

after death.  The difficult nature of this subject is carefully ad-

dressed and questions left open for students to consider.  The 

Christian, Muslim and Sikh views are looked at before the unit ends 

with considering non-religious perspectives.  The second half term 

looks at evidence for the existence of God.  Students consider the 

agnostic, atheist and theist view points  then investigate, religious 

upbringing, religious experiences and miracles as potential rea-

sons for believing in God.  Science is then looked at objectively 

giving evidence for and against God’s existence.  Students are left 

to make their own decisions on if there is a God. 

Year 8 Topic Overview Descriptions  


